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Messrs. Newson & Co., March 7, 1921 
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Gentlemen : 

Webster's "Effective English Expression" is 
admirably adapted to practical use ; the sections on 
Social Correspondence and the Business Letter are par- 
ticularly good as are the sections on Oral English 
and Parliamentary Procedure. Altogether Mr. Webster 
knows what problems beset the average teacher who 
wishes to make her pupils at home in practical life 
and informed in good usage. 

Very truly yours, 

LAURA HALL KENNON 

Head of English Dept. 
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A New Book 

BETTER SPEECH 

By ANNIE E. POLK 

Louisville Girls High School 
Louisville, Kentucky 

A book for the first year high school course in English that will give added 
momentum to the movement for better speech and writing. Brevity, simplicity, 
and naturalness characterize the adequate contents. 

Unique, but obviously practical, is the approach through chapters on Phonetics 
and The Use of the Dictionary to the study of Grammar. The advantage of a 
pleasing voice and good speech habits is brought to the realization of the student, 
and at the outset he is given a purpose. 

The sound of the voice, breathing, enunciation, pronunciation, etc., are subjects 
covered. Interest in words is inspired and a love for them developed. The 
student is shown how to acquire the dictionary habit to find meanings and pro- 
nunciation of words; to increase his vocabulary; to find facts regarding syllabica- 
tion; parts of speech; usage; derivation; synonyms, etc. There is a section on 
Prefixes and Suffixes, Latin and Greek roots, and "word families." 

Scope, Arrangement and Method 

The lessons covering grammar necessary to an adequate comprehension of our 
language are carefully arranged in logical sequence and interesting variety. 
Numerous drills inculcate a knowledge of correct use of pronouns, irregular verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, etc. Special attention is given Punctuation, Spelling, Para- 
graphing, Simple Forms for the Written Composition, and other subjects. The 
busy teacher will be delighted with the adequate better speech drill material. 

Sentence Structure is taught by the diagram method, as the author believes 
visual education always is most effective. The student is given sufficient 
knowledge to avoid the more common sentence errors, such as comma blunders, 
misplaced modifiers, incomplete sentences, dangling participles and incorrectly 
placed correlatives. He cannot fail to know what a sentence is ! And again the 
drill material is a praiseworthy feature. The sentences illustrate grammar without 
complicating it, and there is nothing of the idiomatic element. 

Better Speech is a thoroughly practical text for 
the teaching, drilling, and reviewing of Grammar 
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